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July 24, 2020 
 
Good Morning Hawthorne Families. 

As a school district, we have been busy creating our restart and recovery plan for the Hawthorne 
Public School District.  In my prior communication, I noted that we would be establishing 
committees to abide by the mandates set forth in the New Jersey Department of Educations 
document, The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education. The district has 
established and begun meeting with a Restart Committee comprised of approximately 30 
individuals including district leaders, teachers, parents, Board of Education members and 
students. 

Additionally, we are happy to report that we have received over 2000 responses to our July 
parent survey which has been integral in developing our in-person plans for students and staff  to 
safely return to schools in September. At our Restart Committee meeting on July 16th, the 
committee discussed a number of important items related to the safe reopening of our schools. 
Although the committee’s work is not complete, at our meeting on July 16th we did adopt a 
hybrid model for our students and staff for in-person instruction this fall.  

Please see an overview of the  in-person instructional model the district will follow below: 
Cohort A/B  Alternating days: Students will be grouped into small cohorts to allow for proper 
social distancing and limit exposure. Each cohort will have two days of in-person instruction and 
three days of remote instruction each week. In person instruction days will follow an early 
dismissal schedule and grab and go lunches will be made available at dismissal. 

●  Cohort A: Students assigned to Cohort A will attend in-person classes on Mondays and 
Thursdays and participate in remote instruction on Tuesdays and Fridays 

● Cohort B: Students assigned to Cohort B will attend in-person classes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays and participate in remote instruction on Mondays and Thursdays. 

● All Students: On Wednesdays, all students will participate in remote instruction. This 
remote instruction will allow for teachers and students to engage in synchronous learning 
activities. 

 
Students will be divided into two cohorts, Cohort A and B.  The cohorts will remain in place 
with no movement from one cohort to the other for a minimum of the first marking period. 
Therefore a student in cohort A will remain with students in cohort A for the first marking period 

https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf


and report to school with the same cohort and stay home for remote learning with the same 
cohort. Siblings / same household children will be placed in the same cohort. 
 
As of July 20, 2020, Governor Murphy announced that the Department of Education will allow 
parents to choose an All Remote Learning Option for their children.  In an effort to 
appropriately plan for September, we are requesting that parents complete the model selection 
form to identify the option your child(ren) will be following this fall. Please note that this 
selection will remain in effect for the entire first marking period. We ask that parents complete 
this form by Wednesday, July 29, 2020. 
 
The district calendar has also been revised to allow for additional planning and preparation time 
for faculty and staff. The first day of school for students has been moved to Tuesday, September 
8, 2020. Please see the revised calendar here.  
 
Due to change in our district calendar, we remind everyone that the first day of school is 
September 8th.  We have been asked by the County to remind parents that if you are planning or 
will be on vacation in a state that is on the New Jersey quarantine list, that your child would be 
required to quarantine for 14 days prior to attending school. To clarify, 14 days prior to the start 
of school is August 25th.  
 
We realize that the last five months have been challenging for parents, students and staff. We 
also understand that our decisions regarding schedules for September will provide challenges for 
families in our community. Please know that our number one goal is to provide a safe learning 
environment for our students and staff in the Hawthorne Public Schools. 
 
Finally, our intent is to share a full reopening plan with our school community in early August 
2020.  However, please understand that this plan is subject to change based on updates from the 
New Jersey Department of Education and the Governor’s office. In the meantime, you can visit 
our new Restart and Recovery webpage where you will find information about or restart 
committee and important district updates. 
 
Stay well and have a great week! 

 
Richard A. Spirito 

https://forms.gle/Gicy3kZdxhXij3fQ9
https://forms.gle/Gicy3kZdxhXij3fQ9
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/2020-2021%20REVISED%20District%20Calendar%20.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

